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ROAD SAFETY — WHEATBELT 
Motion 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [10.09 am] — without notice: I move — 

That the Legislative Council acknowledges the extraordinarily high fatality rate on Western Australian 
regional roads, particularly in the wheatbelt, and calls on the government to — 

(a) implement better strategies to reduce deaths and serious injuries; and 

(b) provide adequate funding to improve and maintain dangerous roads in order to make them 
safer. 

This is clearly a very important issue to those of us who live in regional Western Australia. Those members who 
have participated in previous debates will know and understand my interest and passion in this area. Clearly, we 
are not doing well enough as a community on our roads in regional Western Australia and especially in the 
wheatbelt. There has been a lot of media interest recently. I have fielded lots of calls from city-based media 
outlets that are quite stunned when I tell them that in 2010 in Uganda, 46 people per 100 000 were killed on its 
roads and in the wheatbelt of Western Australian in 2013 more than that—49.5 people per 100 000—were killed 
on our roads. Driving on wheatbelt roads today is more dangerous than driving on a road in Uganda. I think that 
comes as a bit of a stunning statistic for the metropolitan media and metropolitan people, but it is true—
statistically that is the case. It is incumbent on us to take some more proactive measures and provide more 
adequate levels of funding to reduce the number of people killed on our roads. 

A lot of strategies could be implemented and I know a lot of them have been considered by governments in the 
past, but we have to take a special approach to our roads in the regions and especially in the wheatbelt. We could 
increase the presence of police on roads. There is evidence to suggest that the more police there are on the roads, 
the more cautious drivers become, especially with speed, drink-driving, the wearing of seatbelts and other causes 
of fatalities and deaths on our roads. There could be better education programs, especially in schools. It is 
important to teach and educate young people of the dangers they face when they become of age to drive and 
drive around their communities, between communities and down to the city in their cars. Lower speed limits 
could be looked at, which I know is somewhat unpopular with the electorate, but a lot of single-vehicle accidents 
may be avoided at lower speeds. I also think more money could be spent on our roads and I will go into some 
detail on some of that later on. 

The RAC, which I think is a very trusted source of information and a very well respected organisation, has done 
some studies on regional roads and why the number of road deaths is high and the road toll is so significant. It 
has done some research that says that if we had matched Victoria’s attempts in this area, last year 74 people who 
were killed on our roads would still be alive today. I want members to think about that a bit. If we had done what 
Victoria has done, and if we had taken its lead in making best efforts to reduce road fatalities, 
74 Western Australians would still be alive. That is a significant number of people. An article in The Sunday 
Times quotes the RAC. It states — 

SEVENTY-FOUR people killed on WA roads last year should still be alive today, exclusive new 
research from the RAC shows. 

The peak motoring group found that more than a third of the 186 road fatalities in WA last year could 
have been avoided if the Government followed other states’ lead on road safety. 

The research also found WA now ranks as the deadliest state in Australia — 

That is nothing at all to be proud of — 

to drive and while other states such as Victoria have dramatically improved their safety record in the 
past decade, our road death toll has only improved marginally. 

The RAC compared WA’s road safety performance against Victoria over 30 years to provide 
“convincing evidence that more can be done to save lives here”. 

Its analysis, released after The Sunday Times columnist Liam Bartlett highlighted the difference two 
weeks ago, found WA recorded 9.3 road deaths per 100,000 people in 2002, improving slightly to 
7.2 road deaths per 100,000 people last year. That compares with Victoria where road safely 
dramatically improved from nine fatalities per 100,000 people in 2002 to an average of 4.3 last year. 

“WA once had the lowest road fatality rate in the nation. Now it is the worst performing state,” 
RAC executive general manager Patrick Walker said. 
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Mr Walker said that if WA had matched Victoria’s improvement in road safety, the state’s 2014 road 
toll of 186 people would be about 112—“meaning 74 Western Australians would still be alive”. 

The RAC will use the research to make recommendations on improving road infrastructure, vehicles, 
driver behaviour and governance. 

The motoring group is also “deeply concerned” that $75 million will remain unallocated in the 
WA Government’s Road Trauma Trust Account. 

And the article goes on. There are some unlikely supporters of this view across all sectors of politics. Indeed, 
Rob Johnson, the former police minister, is also critical of the government holding the road trauma trust fund 
money in accounts. He writes — 

For a handful of West Australian families, this past Christmas and New Year period would have been 
a sad and sombre affair after the sudden and tragic death of a loved one taken in the prime of their life. 

The deaths which come to mind in these circumstances have been either because of a shark attack or 
a road accident. 

Regardless of the cause, these deaths have affected not just the victim involved, but their family and 
friends for ever. 

The opinion piece goes on to mention how much more could be done in the area of road safety. 

Recently, I was watching my son play for the Goomalling cricket team and the fire siren sounded. Immediately, 
two members of our cricket team ran off, grabbed their gear, jumped in a ute and headed off down to the 
fire station, presumably to go and put out a fire somewhere. Minutes later we saw an ambulance leave the local 
hospital and drive down the street past the cricket pavilion, which told us that the situation was probably worse 
and it was likely to be a traffic accident. About 10 minutes later, a police car came screaming through the town, 
sirens blaring and lights on, and we all knew that something dreadful happened on the road. And it had. There 
had been a traffic accident in which a 10-year-old child was killed in a car. It was a single-vehicle accident on 
a straight piece of road. This affected the community deeply and I have spoken to the volunteer firefighters, who 
told me that when they joined the fire brigade, they joined up to fight fires. They did not join up to cut people 
they know out of cars or to have to remove bodies from vehicles—sometimes people they knew and knew well.  

I think it is very important to make the point that not only is this a terrible statistic, but also it affects 
communities, families and a whole region much more than people may realise. It is always volunteers in our 
ambulances and in our fire trucks—always local people who have given up their time to help out their 
communities. Those people become deeply affected by what they see on the sides of our roads because of the 
extraordinarily high rate of traffic accidents, deaths and people seriously injured on our roads. It comes at an 
enormous emotional cost to these people and I wonder in time to come whether there may be long-term effects 
from some of the things they see and some of the things they have to deal with. Of course, it has an enormous 
effect on families. Families are never the same after an accident like this. I think all of us in our communities 
know of somebody in some family who has been affected forever in the worst possible way by the fact that our 
roads are so uncertain—even less safe than Uganda. This also has an enormous effect on the broader community 
other than volunteers, because the victims are people’s schoolmates, workmates or friends or maybe professional 
people in town who have provided valuable services to them. It has a profound effect on communities and a pall 
is cast over a community for weeks after such a tragic death. It is such a wicked waste of life that people are 
taken so regularly on our roads. 

There was a lot of media around this when we did our research on the subject and I am very sad to tell the house 
that 2015 looks to have even worse statistics. We are off to a terrible, terrible start and it looks like we might be 
drifting the wrong way in 2015 rather than taking the lead of other states and reducing our road toll. Members 
may remember that in the house last year, there was a debate in which the Nationals called on our state 
government to invest in strategies to reduce the unacceptable death and serious injury toll on wheatbelt roads, 
which came out of the motion moved at the National Party’s Margaret River conference. There was a lot of 
media interest in what might be done about that, but I have not heard of anything yet. I would really welcome 
any comments from anyone who chooses to engage in this debate about positive methods that are being taken up 
by the government. This is a community issue and we all have a part to play in it. It is not a partisan issue at all. 
Clearly, the conservatives are in government and when in government, there is the opportunity to implement the 
strategies, take these measures and spend these funds on areas of need, and I encourage that to be the case. There 
was a lot of media attention. Hon Martin Aldridge was in the media asking for more funds to be put into roads. 

There was also some criticism of the government. I refer to an article in The Sunday Times written by 
Calla Wahlquist, which states, in part — 
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The state’s road safety advertising campaigns have been slammed for being “devoid of strategic 
insight” and taking “the path of least resistance”, in a review commissioned by the Barnett Government. 

The report, released exclusively to The Sunday Times said the Office of Road Safety (ORS) had spent 
millions of dollars on campaigns based on “little to no rationale”. 

In some cases, the briefs for these ads were simply “cut-and-paste” jobs from old campaigns. 

We need to do a bit better than that. Given that we are not getting anywhere on reducing our road toll, and that 
we are failing to improve the lives of people in regional communities and their families, we need to re-think our 
strategies. That is why I have brought this motion before the house today. 

The article continues — 

“We see no evidence that the ORS media planner has injected creative thinking into the development of 
media strategies, but appear to have taken the path of least resistance which is to replicate the client 
brief,” it said. 

“Our observations from the most recent media plans for the WA ORS speeding and drink-driving media 
plans are that they are constructed in a way that would not allow the WA ORS to have high levels of 
confidence in their ability to reduce crashes. 

Should the object of a road safety campaign not be to reduce crashes? The first thing the government should do 
when it sits down in its strategy meetings is work out how it will tackle this problem. We might think that it 
happens in the country and it does not affect us, but it affects a lot of people and it takes a lot of people out of our 
community. That article does not give me a lot of confidence that the government is able to implement any 
meaningful strategy in this area. 

I refer also to a media release from the RAC dated 17 December 2014 and headed “Wheatbelt deaths can be 
reduced with low cost solutions”. That sounds good. Let us have a read of this one. The government hopefully 
has read it as well. It states, in part — 

An independent assessment of three Wheatbelt roads with high crash rates has found installing low-cost 
road safety measures could reduce crashes and potentially save lives. 

RAC General Manager Corporate Affairs, Will Golsby, said the Wheatbelt region was overrepresented 
in the State’s fatalities, and something urgently needed to be done to address the problem. 

“This audit identified a number of problems with the Pinjarra–Williams Road, Toodyay–Goomalling 
Road and Brookton Highway, including a lack of sealed shoulders and overtaking opportunities and 
inconsistent road signage,” Mr Golsby said. 

“Last year, one person died on WA roads nearly every two days, and nowhere was this fatality rate 
worse than the Wheatbelt, which was more than four times the State rate. 

“Single-vehicle runs offs are the dominant type of crash in regional WA. More than half of all fatal 
crashes between 2007 and 2012 were regional drivers running off the road and didn’t involve a second 
car.” 

The audit which was commissioned by RAC and carried out by OPUS International Consulting, also 
showed low-cost solutions were an effective way to lower the risk to regional motorists. 

The question I have to ask the government is: if low-cost solutions are offered to it by an organisation such as the 
RAC, why is the government not implementing them? 

The media release continues — 
Some of the recommendations included widening the road shoulders, improving the road condition and 
adding in shoulder rumble strips. 
Wide and sealed shoulders are important for many reasons. They allow vehicles to pull off the road 
safely in emergency situations and also help to minimise the potential for conflict with oncoming traffic 
as there is more clearance. 
“The audit showed both Brookton Highway and the Toodyay Goomalling Road are narrower than 
Main Roads WA’s recommended minimum 3.5 metre width, and neither has sealed shoulders. 
“Safer roads are a key part of reducing WA’s road toll and are a cornerstone of the State’s Road Safety 
Strategy, Towards Zero. As a State, we need to ensure we do everything we can to help bring down 
Western Australia’s road fatality rate.” 
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That is a very good point, but I am not sure that that is the case. It goes on to state — 

“With more than $80 million dollars sitting unspent in the Road Trauma Trust Account, RAC is calling 
on the State Government to draw on this money to repair some of regional WA’s most dangerous 
roads.” 

What a great idea. There is money sitting in the road trauma trust account. Here are some low-cost solutions that 
will help improve safety on our roads. So, let us get on with it. 

I also have some information from the RAC with regard to the midwest region, much of which I represent. This 
media release is dated 19 November 2014 and is headed “Mid West on the risky radar”. It states, in part — 

RAC today released the results from the 2014 Risky Roads campaign which has identified the 
community’s views on the State’s most dangerous regional roads. 

The RAC gets community input through its risky roads survey, for the benefit of government. It continues — 

Increasing congestion in the Geraldton area is causing drivers to take more risks when entering major roads. 

RAC General Manager Corporate Affairs, Will Golsby, said the State-wide survey across metropolitan 
and regional WA had received more than 5,000 nominations. 

Five thousand RAC members have taken the time to have input into the risky roads survey. The work has 
already been done for the government. The government just needs to pick up the ball and run with it. Our 
communities implore the government to do that.  

Incidentally, for the benefit of those members who may be interested, RAC members in Geraldton have listed the 
two most dangerous intersections in Geraldton. The first is the intersection of Hosken Street and 
North West Coastal Highway in Bluff Point, at which the issue is the difficulty in turning right onto North West 
Coastal Highway. I have been to this intersection. It is an extraordinarily busy intersection. It is only  
a T-junction. We need some traffic lights at that intersection, especially before and after school, when kids walk 
past the shop and try to cross the road, and drivers are clearly frustrated at not getting the opportunity to turn 
right at that intersection. Recently, a young boy was hit by a car when he tried to cross that road and fell against 
the car window and had his teeth knocked out. There is clearly a signal to government to get on and fix that 
intersection. I have written to the Minister for Transport, and I know he has been a bit preoccupied with other 
things, but he has not even responded to the letter that I sent to him in December last year, so it is clearly not on 
his radar either. The second is the intersection of Durlacher Street and Maitland Street in Geraldton, just down 
from Queen Elizabeth II Seniors and Medical Centre. There is also a lack of turning opportunities at that 
intersection. Not only have RAC members responded to that survey, but also they have pointed out to the 
government the areas of most need. 

There is a similar media release from the RAC dated 19 November 2014 and headed “Wheatbelt roads on the 
risky radar”. That cites Great Southern Highway, between The Lakes and York, and Toodyay Road between 
Red Hill and Toodyay. I have talked before about how narrow those roads are. 

Before I finish my remarks, because I am running out of time, I want to touch on another point. Although what is 
most important to communities is the emotional loss rather than the financial cost, there is a tremendous 
financial cost to the state of Western Australia every time there is a fatal or serious traffic accident. There is the 
cost of the loss of vehicles and repairs to vehicles. There is the cost for the call-out of emergency services. There 
is also the cost of the loss of productivity when people who are in their prime and at their finest and who are 
great contributors to society are taken from us or seriously injured. There are enormous costs to our medical 
system and our health system after these accidents. That has not been factored into the government’s thinking 
either. If we were able to reduce the road toll by 74—which is proportionately what Victoria has done—that 
would be a lot of money that we would not need to spend, and it would also reduce the emotional loss to 
communities and families. That could also be factored back into spending money on our roads. Road trauma is 
an emotional issue, and we should not be placing a cost on accidents and the loss of lives. However, we need to 
spend money on the roads to help reduce the road toll, so at some point these savings should be factored in. 
There is also funding from the road trauma trust fund, as the RAC has stated. 

I want to touch on another issue that is important in the wheatbelt, and that is the closure of the tier 3 rail system. 
The closure of the tier 3 rail lines will put an extra 85 000 trucks onto the state’s most dangerous roads. These 
are roads on which the fatality rate is higher than in Uganda. Many of those 85 000 trucks will come through the 
metropolitan area. That will have an adverse impact on congestion in the metropolitan area. When people drive 
heavy trucks through the city, as I have done, there is often a lot of congestion, and that increases the prevalence 
of two-vehicle accidents. We see that from time to time when trucks clip cars and that causes an accident. The 
closure of the tier 3 rail network is a very short-sighted decision. It is not good environmentally, and it is not 
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good economically. It is also not good socially, because people in our communities and our school buses will 
have to drive day after day past 85 000 extra trucks on the state’s most dangerous roads—roads that are more 
dangerous than the roads in Uganda. Therefore, what the government can do for a start is put money back into 
the tier 3 rail system and open up those lines, and keep those extra trucks off the roads. The government should 
also take all the other measures that I have outlined. This is very serious, members. We need to reduce our road 
toll in regional Western Australia. 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [10.30 am]: I thank 
Hon Darren West for raising this important subject. It is just a pity he had to trivialise it by once again making an 
attack on the government and saying that nothing is being done; plainly, he has not paid attention to the things 
that are being done. I have to say that at the end of the day, road safety is a personal responsibility and there is 
only so much government can do, especially when someone is driving recklessly on a country road or driving in 
excess of even the current speed limit. I note that Hon Darren West suggested that the speed limit in the country 
ought to be dropped; I wonder whether he has had input from his constituency on that and whether it agrees it is 
a good idea. When I see someone on a country road driving in excess of the speed limit or manoeuvring 
dangerously, I tend to think that there is an idiot and an accident is about to happen. Hon Darren West takes the 
view that government ought to be throwing more money into the problem somehow and fixing the roads. It is 
true that some country roads are not in the best condition and need to be maintained, and I will get to some of the 
strategies that are being adopted in that regard, but I have a few facts to give first. 

In 2014 there were 26 road deaths in the wheatbelt police district—the highest rate per 100 000 head of 
population in any district in Western Australia, including Perth; that is, 49.8 people per 100 000. In the five years 
to 2013, there were 4 078 reported crashes of all injury levels in that region. Of those, 19 per cent resulted in at 
least one fatality and/or serious injury. There were 216.6 serious crashes per 100 000 people in the wheatbelt, 
which was higher than for regional Western Australia generally—almost twice as many. In the five years 
between 2009 and 2013, speed was a contributing factor in 16 per cent of serious crashes in the wheatbelt, 
compared with 14 per cent in the rest of regional WA and 12 per cent across the state. Over half the serious 
crashes in the wheatbelt—some 54 per cent—involved a single vehicle hitting an object. That was higher than 
the proportion in regional WA—41 per cent—and across the state it was 24 per cent. 
The PRESIDENT: Order. I am sorry to break in, Attorney General, but I am just a little confused about who is 
the lead speaker. Is it a police matter or a transport matter, because I saw Hon Jim Chown rise as the 
parliamentary secretary? What that means is that one of you gets 15 minutes and the other gets 10 minutes. 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I am happy to be the lead, unless Hon Jim Chown wants to. The complaint seems 
to be on road safety generally and that we need to implement better strategies. 
The PRESIDENT: We will proceed on the basis that you are the lead speaker as the responsible minister for the 
government, so you will have 15 minutes and subsequent speakers will have 10 minutes. 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I appreciate that. Thank you, Mr President. 
That is perhaps a reflection of the road network in that there are a large number of roads with trees and 
environmentally sensitive vegetation close to the road surface, and people are losing control of their vehicles and 
striking objects. 
Preventing regional run-off crashes of that character and reducing serious crashes at intersections are continuing 
priorities of the government. Western Australian road safety performance has improved since the start of the 
state’s Towards Zero strategy in 2008. With continuous support from the community and improvements in road 
safety, including road-user behaviour education, together with the program’s enforcement education generally, 
road improvements, vehicle safety and speed management, we expect further gains to be achieved. 
Since 2008 the rate of serious road trauma on WA roads has dropped by 30 per cent, falling from a fatality rate 
of 9.4 per cent to 6.6 per cent per 100 000 people to the end of September last year. Regional WA has seen 
a greater reduction in both fatality and critical injuries than metropolitan WA. In 2013 there were 161 fatalities, 
including 73 in regional WA, which was a 15 per cent decrease when compared with the preceding five-year 
average; however, as at 3 November last year, the regional fatalities had slightly exceeded the year-to-date 
previous five-year average—80 against 79.5 deaths. 

In response to the higher than expected number of road deaths in 2014, on 5 January this year the Minister for 
Road Safety announced plans to review a significant route in the wheatbelt in a further effort to address the high 
over-representation of road trauma in the region. The wheatbelt, in fact, will be the first region to trial a highway 
safety review process that has been used successfully in other jurisdictions. The trial of a highway safety review 
process will involve analysis of crash history, crash locations and assessment of crash risk, along a high priority 
length of highway in the wheatbelt that will be identified from analysis of volume and crash data. The Office of 
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Road Safety, Main Roads Western Australia, WA Police and other key agency staff will travel a section of 
highway identified by desktop analysis to assess crash sites and risk and identify practical actions from within 
existing budget sources to further improve safety. A community forum held along the route with the Minister for 
Road Safety, stakeholders and elected members will seek community feedback on crashes and near misses, and 
will engage in the shared responsibility for solutions. Police will use the findings to inform enforcement 
responses, while Main Roads staff will focus on further road and roadside safety engineering actions that can be 
implemented. The Office of Road Safety has invited the Western Australian Local Government Association to 
join the technical team conducting the review to learn and share in the method for potential use by local 
governments on local roads. The review process started with data collection by key agencies, and a country 
forum is expected around midyear. If it is successful, the review process will be expanded to further regions and 
major routes with higher crash densities, numbers and volumes. 
It is not the case that the government is simply ignoring the input it has received; in fact, it has a targeted strategy 
to try to assess where the real problems lie. Anecdotal evidence, of course, is very important, but it does need to 
be assessed against the actual facts of particular cases to determine where the problems arise and why these 
crashes are occurring, and to see whether it is a matter of simply improving road surfaces and expanding road 
networks, or whether there are more fundamental reasons. Of course, in country Western Australia, unlike 
Victoria, the distances are far vaster. We are looking at people who travel long distances and who may be 
impatient about having to get to their destinations, and people who fall asleep through fatigue or, indeed, have 
consumed alcohol. It is interesting that there is a slightly higher proportion of serious alcohol-related crashes in 
the wheatbelt—some 12 per cent—than in regional WA generally, which is 11 per cent; across the state it is 
10 per cent. At the end of the day, despite the education processes that are in place and the significant penalties 
that have been introduced, if people engage in the risk of drinking and driving, there will be consequences in 
many cases. More through good luck than good management, often people escape those sorts of consequences. 
But the dangers can be highlighted when people are drinking and driving on country roads with the particular 
hazards involved there, including the distances that have to be travelled. 

As to the safe roads and roadsides issue, in the 2012–2013 and 2013-14 financial years the government allocated 
over $70 million from the road trauma trust account to a dedicated regional run-off-road crash program. The 
funding had been allocated to treat above-average crash risk along lengths of major regional roads, primarily 
with shoulder sealing, audible edge lining and, later, flexible wire roadside barriers to reduce side trauma. Since 
2012-13, the following amounts have been allocated from the run-off-road program to the wheatbelt region. In 
2012–13, it was $17.882 million—that is 48.3 per cent of the allocated funds. In 2013–14, it was $10.9 million—
29.7 per cent of allocated funds. In 2014-15, it was $1.5 million, or 10 per cent of the allocated funds. Over the 
period 2012–13 to 2014–15, the wheatbelt region has received the highest proportion of run-off-road program 
funding, some 34.1 per cent, with the next highest proportion of 15.4 per cent allocated to the south west region. 
I am sure that will be good news to Hon Sally Talbot. We are looking after her roads as well. 

In addition to the road trauma trust account funding for road improvements, the government has allocated 
funding to Main Roads Western Australia for the Safer Roads and Bridges program, which includes a large 
proportion of treatments on regional roads, including wheatbelt roads. In recent financial years, the following 
amounts have been allocated from that program to the wheatbelt region: in 2012–13, $9.9 million, or 
30.9 per cent of the allocated funds; in 2013–14, $7.123 million, or 22.2 per cent of allocated funds; in 2014–15, 
$4 million, or 12.5 per cent of allocated funds. Over the period 2012–13 to 2014–15, the wheatbelt received the 
second-highest proportion of Safer Roads and Bridges program funding of 21.8 per cent, with the south west 
receiving the highest proportion of 33.6 per cent. 
Safe vehicles is another area. The government’s Stars on Cars program with vehicle dealerships launched in June 
last year will also contribute to improved safety on wheatbelt roads by increasing the purchase of five-star 
vehicles with enhanced safety features, such as electronic stability control, which will reduce single vehicle run-
off-the-road crashes. Of course, people’s choice of vehicle is a matter for them and the government cannot tell 
people which cars to buy. However, there is an education process involved in that and encouragement to 
recommend vehicles with the best safety ratings. The Stars on Cars program is currently being expanded into 
WA regions with the assistance of local RoadWise officers. 

On safe road–user behaviour generally, the road trauma trust account also funds enhancements to enforcement, 
education and other community awareness initiatives that contribute to improving safety in the wheatbelt region. 
In 2013–14 the government of Western Australia’s Road Safety Community Grants program was administered 
through the Office of Road Safety. In that year, 98 applications were received and 87 were approved for a total 
of $149 098. The regions of metropolitan Perth and the wheatbelt received the highest number of community 
grants. Metropolitan Perth received $32 421, or 21.7 per cent of the total amount allocated; and the wheatbelt 
north and south received $76 779 or 51.4 per cent of the total amount allocated. There are 14 active RoadWise 
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committees in the wheatbelt with action plans aligned to Towards Zero. Additionally, in 2014–15 the 
Western Australian Local Government Association will receive $1.48 million from the road trauma trust account 
for the RoadWise program to support the involvement of local communities throughout the state in road safety. 

Therefore, a number of programs are being conducted across the state in various regions and in a targeted way to 
best use that money to improve road safety. It is simply wrong to suggest that the government is paying no 
attention to this matter. However, at the end of the day, road safety is a matter for those using the roads. The 
government can only do so much to provide funding to improve road facilities and the like, but responsibility 
rests on individual drivers to look after themselves, their families, their passengers and, of course, other road 
users—that is the emphasis that needs to be made. The government is conscious of its responsibilities in that 
regard and is developing new programs to accommodate the needs in regional Western Australia as well as in the 
metropolitan area. 
On that note, I think there has been sufficient information provided on this matter. No doubt other speakers will 
make a contribution, including the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport who will be able to 
speak on issues relating to the work being done on the road systems themselves and on the amount of money 
being invested to improve the infrastructure. I look forward to hearing his comments in due course. 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.43 am]: I thank the member for moving the motion 
today. The component of the motion that I will talk to is the general issue of accidents on the roads. Obviously, 
I will deal with not only the wheatbelt, because thankfully the motion was slightly broader than that, but also the 
pastoral area and straying cattle. 
We have an act of Parliament and we have a set of conditions laid down by the Pastoral Lands Board, which are 
to a large degree in competition with each other. The Pastoral Lands Board document basically states that in 
many cases when straying stock has impacted on a vehicle, the driver should have taken measures to reduce the 
risk of colliding with stock or animals; for example, by not driving at night or by driving at night with powerful 
spotlights. The document states — 

It may be affordable for a pastoralist on a small lease to fence the part of their land that runs along 
a highway, whereas it may not be economically viable for a pastoralist on a large lease … 

The document continues and sort of provides an opt-out in many cases for pastoralists. However, at the very end 
it states — 

The above is a general guide only and does not constitute legal advice. No responsibility is taken for the 
accuracy of the contents. Pastoralists and others should not rely on this information to ascertain their 
legal position in instances where potential liability for straying stock is concerned. 

The Highways (Liability for Straying Animals) Act 1983 articulates why pastoralists are indeed liable. We 
therefore have one set of advice saying, “Don’t worry fellas, as long as you take best endeavours, you’ll be 
right”, and the act stating — 

… unless contrary intention appears — 
damage includes — 
(a) the death of a person; and 
(b) injury to a person, including disease and impairment of mental or physical condition suffered 

by the person. 

The act deals with the issues of straying stock and how straying stock should not be on the road given the 
process of fencing and issues around that. The act further states — 

A court shall determine the liability in tort of a person for damage caused by animals straying on to 
a highway solely according to the law of Western Australia relating to liability in tort for — 

(a) negligence; or 

(b) intentional acts or omissions. 

Quite clearly, the provisions require fencing established on a new property to be provided by pastoralists and 
Main Roads Western Australia on a 50–50 basis. That is how fencing is established on a new property. Where 
fencing exists, however, it is the responsibility of the lessee to continue to maintain that fencing. Because of the 
large number of incidents more specifically on Kimberley roads with cattle crossing the roads and impacting 
vehicles, it has become a very important issue to the Kimberley community. A Facebook site is dedicated to 
identifying how many accidents have occurred, and the site spends time warning road users when cattle are on 
the roads. That Facebook site identified one morning that 97 cattle were spotted in one particular area on the 
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road. I drive on that road quite regularly and—touch wood—luckily, and most probably down to being very 
cognisant of the problems on that road, I have not hit anything yet, but I have had a few close shaves. 

The figures released by the Minister for Transport, Dean Nalder, to questions I asked in this place indicates that 
68 dead animals were removed from the stretch of road on the Great Northern Highway between Derby and 
Broome in the period from June 2013 to October 2014. Each one of those dead animals had impacted 
a vehicle—a truck. Letters are also coming in from transport organisations asking what the government is going 
to do about it, because although a truck can handle hitting a cow or a bull, it still creates significant damage and 
in many cases leads to the truck running off the road with flat tyres and potential damage at that level. 
Considerable issues arise in this matter because in fact the estate of a person who suffers death can take legal 
action against the pastoralist, once they can identify the animal through an ear tag or whatever, for allowing that 
animal to stray. Recently, unfortunately, a young woman passed away on the Derby road as a result of a vehicle 
accident in that area.  

I am led to believe that a committee was set up in September 2012—I have the minutes of that organisation—to 
review the aspects of straying animals. In April 2014 I asked a question on notice about this matter. I was told 
that the committee had met three times since it had been set up and had made a number of recommendations. 
I would love to know where those recommendations are at the moment. The committee is comprised of 
Mr Peter Sewell, from Main Roads; Joan Brierley, from Main Roads; Raymond Reveley, from Main Roads; 
Vincent Chew, from Main Roads; Samantha Whitburn, from Main Roads; Kelly Gillen, from the Department of 
Parks and Wildlife; Peter Kneebone, from the Western Australian Local Government Association; 
Doug Brownie, from the Pastoralists and Graziers Association; and Jon Gibson, from the Office of Road Safety. 
This is a significant issue for drivers in the Kimberley and it progressively gets worse the further one gets into 
the Kimberley. I have to say that we have been very lucky to date that we have not had more fatalities. It is 
something that really concerns me. I am sure that as a result of an article on the front page of the 
Broome Advertiser on 5 March 2015, titled “Rogue cattle pose threat”, this matter will be of great concern to the 
residents in that region. 

I would urge the Minister for Road Safety, the minister who has carriage of the Highways (Liability for Straying 
Animals) Act to get on board and do something, because unfortunately we have known about these problems for 
far too long and when we have another fatality, which unfortunately we will, I just hope that we can say that we 
have done our utmost in the ensuing period to ensure that we have attempted to minimise the impact. I hope that 
on my next drive home I will see fewer cattle on the road. Quite clearly, fences are down, grates are open, and in 
many cases fences do not abut bridges that go over the numerous creeks in that area, and that is how the cattle 
get out. The department and the government, along with the pastoralists, have a responsibility to make sure those 
fences are maintained in their best order. 

HON JIM CHOWN (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.53 am]: May I also add some 
information on this very important motion. I thank members for their contributions to date, especially that of 
Hon Robin Chapple who spoke on the issue of stray livestock in the Kimberley and the Pilbara, something that 
I have been concerned about and something about which I have written a number of letters to the 
Attorney General, the Minister for Transport and the Minister for Regional Development, Hon Terry Redman. 
I think there is a disaster waiting to happen and some responsibility needs to be taken by the Pastoral Lands 
Board and the Minister for Regional Development so that some action is taken to ensure that fencing is adequate 
and maintained and so that there is an ongoing program in place, especially given the increasing tourist traffic 
that travels through those regional areas daily and yearly. I would hate to see people travelling in tourist buses or 
in cars on high-speed, well-maintained highways sustain fatal injuries or die because they have hit a cow or two. 
I have been up in that area on a number of occasions and I would like to relay something that I witnessed 
100 kilometres north of Tom Price, when a Toyota troop carrier passed me, probably doing about 130 kilometres 
an hour, and five brumbies broke cover and galloped towards the car. I have never seen anything like it in my 
life. Two brumbies did the old cartoon trick and put their legs out straight with their haunches on the ground to 
try to stop the impact of the car, and the other two went behind them. The driver got such a shock that he 
immediately pulled off the road. Everybody in my vehicle yelled because it looked like a disaster was about to 
happen in front of us. Fortunately, that did not occur. I do not know how many times that would happen on those 
roads daily. I hope the relevant ministers step up and meet the challenge and put in place some legislation or 
regulation to ensure that pastoralists maintain their fences properly and that the government puts forward money 
to help them, as it is also crown land, to keep the fencing as is. But I am off the subject. 

This motion is about a very important subject. There is not a single death on Western Australian roads, whether 
regional or metro, that could not have been avoided. It is tragic when these things happen; they affect not only 
families but also communities. When people step into a motor car, they are actually stepping into a lethal 
weapon, and if a person does not act responsibly when they operate that vehicle, they should not damn well be in 
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it! It is as simple as that. We had that debate in this house 12 months ago. I think Hon Col Holt read out statistics 
from an RAC report, which, if I recall correctly, were from around 2012–13. The report stated that 80 per cent of 
fatalities in the wheatbelt were run-off-road crashes. What does that mean? It means that someone in a car runs 
off the road and crashes and either rolls their car or it crashes into a tree. How is that caused? It is caused by 
fatigue, speed and alcohol, either individually or collectively. I endorse Hon Michael Mischin’s comments that 
anybody who sits behind the wheel of a vehicle has to take some responsibility. That does not mean that 
government should step away from its responsibility to make the roads as safe as possible; but road safety should 
be a combination of both.  

I have spent the majority of my life in the wheatbelt and lived through a time in my home town when at least six 
young people died over 18 months and the community was reeling from what was occurring and wondering if it 
was ever going to stop. I think we need a cultural change in the wheatbelt. As has already been stated, the roads 
are unattended by police. I do not think we can ever get enough police out on every corner of the wheatbelt, 
given the hundreds of thousands of kilometres of sealed, narrow and gravel tracks that local and state 
governments are responsible for. A cultural change would go a long way in the communities in which those 
people are dying. There needs to be a bit of peer group pressure. If somebody has had too much to drink, is tired 
or is hooning or speeding, the people in that person’s age group should be saying, “Just hang on a minute; we 
don’t care what happens to you, but you are threatening other road users and certainly the people in your car.” 
That would be a great step forward. This government is taking very seriously road traumas and deaths in 
Western Australia. In fact, 60 per cent of the annual road budget of the state is allocated to regional roads. I will 
read a list of what the government has done to date. I do not think there has ever been a period in a state 
government in which such expenditure has taken place on regional roads in Western Australia. 

Hon Alanna Clohesy: What’s happened in this budget? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: I am trying not to politicise this. If opposition members would like to be quiet for a while, 
they might be fully informed on the expenditure of this government to improve roads throughout regional WA. 
I will repeat: this is the greatest expenditure on regional roads ever undertaken by any state government. What 
has been delivered to date is: $79 million for the Bunbury Outer Ring Road, stage 1; $59 million for the 
Bunbury port access road, stage 1; $45 million for the Bunbury port access road, stage 2; $16 million for the 
rotary upgrade and signalisation, Bunbury; and $20 million for the Esperance port access road. In fact, I opened 
that road on behalf of the Minister for Transport at the time, and it has improved the road for heavy traffic that 
accesses regional Western Australia at the port of Esperance and has significantly realigned the rail line as well, 
with the creation of overpasses and grade variations through a built-up area in regional Western Australia. That 
expenditure was requested by the community down there for years and years. It is now complete and is 
operating. That was an initiative of this government. There is $25 billion for the first-term upgrades of the 
Coalfields highway, and there are more upgrades to come. There is $20 million for the Goldfields highway from 
Wiluna to Meekatharra, and $18 million for the Brand Highway Greenough River Bridge, which is actually 
a very, very busy road. The old Greenough River Bridge was at times a choke point for traffic, especially in the 
mornings when people were heading towards Geraldton and in the evenings coming out, because the road was 
very narrow. That road also has a fair bit of heavy traffic with oversized loads that would virtually close the 
bridge. The new bridge in place—an initiative of this government—actually allows traffic flow on an area that is 
quite meandering in places, and it has upgraded the safety of operation on that road for all motorists. 

The Bindi Bindi curves were opened by me and other members of the Agricultural Region last Friday. The 
Bindi Bindi curves is a notorious piece of narrow road. The section of the Great Northern Highway from Wubin 
to Perth has 1 200 vehicles a day, of which 45 per cent are heavy vehicles. In fact, about 250 000 tonnes of 
freight is on that road every 10 days. Everyone who goes through the new realignment will be extremely grateful 
that they are driving on not six and a half but nine-metre seal. The truck drivers and locals have been waiting for 
this upgrade for at least 40 years. May I add that the 21 kilometres of the Great Northern Highway that have 
been realigned from Batty Bog to Walebing will be a fantastic piece of road, and that program will go forward 
up to the Wubin turnoff. Anyone who has ridden on that deplorable goat track we called the Great Northern 
Highway for the last 30 years will understand. This government in combination with the commonwealth has put 
over $420 million into that road. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Keep going. I was calling the interjectors to order. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: It does not annoy me; what do they say about empty vessels? 

This upgrade of the Great Northern Highway has been overdue for many years. I hope that by 2018–19, the 
Barnett government in conjunction with the commonwealth government will make it a highway that this state 
can be proud of. 
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Let me go back a bit. I remember Indian Ocean Drive, which was commenced and completed by this 
government. In fact, in 2010, the Premier opened the road. Indian Ocean Drive was a great initiative of this 
government. I might add that the previous Labor government constantly made platitudes about completing the 
road between Cervantes and Lancelin, but never did anything about it. The Indian Ocean Drive is a fantastic road 
and it has drawn a lot of light traffic off the Brand Highway, and people can now safely transit between Perth 
and Geraldton and all points in between with heavy traffic restricted. 

HON SALLY TALBOT (South West) [11.03 am]: What a week this has turned out to be for the government. 
Yesterday, government members marched into this place to announce the government wants to put people in jail 
for up to two years for having any connection whatsoever with nonviolent direct action. Today, we had 
two representatives of the government walk into the chamber and say that we should not be discussing death 
tolls on the roads because ultimately people need to look after themselves; it is not a matter for government. 
What a week this has turned out to be! 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us proceed without interjections. 

Hon SALLY TALBOT: Although I find this kind of contribution from government members extremely 
distressing, I think the government’s agenda they are outlining is very sinister and not what the people of 
Western Australia want, and I think that will be made very clear in the next couple of years. When 
Hon Jim Chown talked about road safety, he talked about the need for cultural change. Of course, he is talking 
about that same sort of personal responsibility agenda that we heard the Attorney General, 
Hon Michael Mischin, talk about. I will tell members what we need. We do not need cultural change; we need 
a change of government, because it will not be until we get a change of government that we will see any change 
in the way road safety is handled in this state. 

Hon Jim Chown: You’re dreaming. You had eight years to rectify this. 

Hon SALLY TALBOT: Hon Jim Chown says that I am dreaming, but I tell him what—this will turn out to be 
the government’s worst nightmare because they have betrayed themselves today. Two senior members of this 
government walked into the chamber today and made comments. I am looking forward to hearing what 
National Party members have to say, because they at least pass motions through their conferences about the need 
to take this matter more seriously. Members of the National Party have heard what their Liberal colleagues have 
said today: they say people should look after themselves on the roads and this is a matter of personal 
responsibility that should not be sheeted home to government. We heard about walking away from responsibility 
for the deaths of 184 people—that is, one every two days on our roads last year. Two senior representatives of 
the government walked into this place this morning and tried to defend the way that they are managing road 
safety in this state. Those members know very well that the government is sitting on a report that states that the 
governance model is broken. Why did the Attorney General and the parliamentary secretary not talk about this 
report commissioned by the government into the WA road safety governance framework, which the government 
has been sitting on now for nearly a year? The report states that the government’s model is broken. That is why 
we are debating this motion this morning. This motion does not condemn the government; it puts in very, very 
simple terms what we on this side of the chamber want the government to do. We want the government to 
implement better strategies and to provide adequate funding. That is what we want and that is what the state is 
not getting. We are not getting it because the governance model is broken and the government does not know 
what to do about it. One sentence from this report of which not one of the 56 recommendations have been acted 
on states — 

Western Australia needs a governance model that is inherently more collaborative and one that utilises 
expert advice independent of government agencies, to challenge current approaches to road safety. 

That is what government members ought to be talking about in this chamber this morning. Instead, we had 
two ministers speak. Clearly, they could not decide who would take responsibility for this issue. Clearly, they do 
not talk to each other, whether it is behind the Chair or in their own party rooms, and decide who would take 
responsibility. That is part of the problem; the governance model is broken. Rather than try to fix it up, 
government members just come in the chamber and say that people should take responsibility for themselves on 
the roads. 

Like many members in this chamber, when I am asked where I live, I actually say that I live in the front seat of 
my car, because I drive for long periods representing a country electorate. I see the kind of behaviour on roads 
that Hon Michael Mischin was talking about; I see people who are clearly endangering other people’s lives. Not 
only that, I also ride a motorcycle. I can tell members if ever they want to be centimetres away from how 
dangerous our roads are, just get on a bike—whether it is a pushbike or a motorcycle. That is when they will see 
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people actually running into them at a traffic light because they are texting—just nudging them with the front of 
their car because they are texting. I applaud the police for some of the measures that they have put in place to try 
to stop people doing that. 

The problem we have is that 184 people died on our roads last year who were not people engaging in that 
behaviour. Some of them may well have been people who should not have been driving cars. How many of the 
184 people who died and the more than 300 people who were seriously injured could we look at and say, “This 
was your fault; you should have taken responsibility for your own behaviour on the road”? It is clearly rubbish. 
Either government members are living in a fantasy land and they believe this nonsense that is propagated by 
their spin doctors to try to protect their own positions or they do not even read the newspapers in this state. We 
see day after day that it is children crossing the road, passengers in cars and people who are T-boned at 
intersections who are being killed; it is not people who are not taking responsibility for themselves. That is just 
arrant rubbish. It betrays the fact that members’ extreme version of conservatism is taking them off into their 
own fantasy land and they have completely lost touch with the reality of life on the roads in Western Australia. 

I will spend the few moments that are left to me by pointing out some of the key indicators that would tell even 
blind Freddy that the government’s model is broken. Western Australia has the highest death rate of any 
Australian state at 7.2 deaths per 100 000 people. I will quickly remind members of how that compares with 
other states. In Victoria it is 4.2 deaths per 100 000 people, in New South Wales it is 4.3 deaths, in Queensland it 
is 4.7 deaths, in South Australia it is 5.8 deaths, and in Tasmania it is six deaths. And Western Australia is right 
up there with 7.2 deaths. That is absolutely appalling. That in itself does not prove my case about the 
government’s model being broken and the fact that the government has no idea what it ought to be doing to start 
to resolve this problem. However, if it is put together with this statistic, we begin to get a flavour of what this 
lengthy report that concludes that the government’s model is broken is about: as well as having the highest death 
rate on our roads per 100 000 people, Western Australia has the second-lowest spending on road safety 
advertisements. It has been slashed to pieces by this government. Government members should not walk in here 
and tell people that they ought to take more responsibility for themselves on the road when the government spent 
only $1.3 million on advertising about road safety in 2013 and put it up to $2.9 million in 2014. It is inescapable 
that the high death rate per 100 000 people goes along with that massive cut to advertising about road safety. The 
tragedy, of course, is that even that $1.3 million that was spent on road safety advertising in 2013 was not well 
spent. And the government’s own report is telling it that. The government commissioned its own report that 
states that its advertising is rubbish, makes no recognition of the unique circumstances of Western Australian 
drivers and is piggybacking on campaigns that have already been assessed as not working. Even that little bit of 
money that it does spend is not being spent on things that will work. This issue affects everybody in my 
electorate, and it is the government that ought to take responsibility for fixing it. 

HON PAUL BROWN (Agricultural) [11.13 am]: Thank you, Madam Acting President, for the opportunity to 
add to this debate. It has been a long time coming, but I commend Hon Darren West for bringing this motion to 
the house and adding to the motion that Hon Martin Aldridge moved last year. The wheatbelt in particular and 
regional WA have an extraordinarily bad record on the roads. The wheatbelt rate of 28.8 fatalities per 
100 000 people is the worst in Australia and it is four times the average. I think that this house will always look 
forward to highlighting that issue and discussing ways that we might be able to mitigate those fatalities. 

The emotional toll on our communities cannot be underestimated, particularly in regional WA, the wheatbelt and 
part of my electorate. We are constantly taking our youth and other citizens to the cemetery to bury them and 
that is a tragedy in small and large communities. It is a tragedy anywhere, and we need to do more about it. 
Basically, there is one death every fortnight in the wheatbelt. I have been touched recently, as I am sure have 
other members in this house, by a fatality involving one of my close friends on a straight stretch of road at night. 
Unfortunately, no reason can be attributed to that fatality. I feel for the family of my friend, just as I feel for the 
family and friends of anyone who dies on our roads. 

I want to quickly run through some facts and figures in the RAC’s “Let’s talk about the Wheatbelt” campaign for 
2014–18. These are myths and realities that are propagated continually throughout our community. The first 
myth is that the wheatbelt’s safety record is no worse than that of any other of the WA regions. The reality is that 
in 2014, the wheatbelt fatality rate was almost four times the state rate, more than double the fatality rate of 
nearby regions and more than double the fatality rate of the next worst-performing region. One of the other 
myths highlighted is that regions such as the Pilbara have a bigger problem than the wheatbelt because they are 
more remote and have a larger number of unlicensed Indigenous drivers. The reality is, quite simply, that 
although the Pilbara has a relatively high rate of unlicensed Indigenous driver fatalities, the wheatbelt’s fatality 
rate is more than double that of the Pilbara. Another myth is that country roads are particularly dangerous at 
night, when in fact almost two in every three fatalities in the wheatbelt occur in daylight hours. It is well above 
the metropolitan rate of around one in two fatalities. One of the great myths that keeps being propagated is that 
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wheatbelt residents are more experienced at driving at high speeds; in fact, four out of five deaths in the 
wheatbelt occurred on roads with a 110-kilometre-an-hour speed limit and more than one in every four deaths 
had excessive speed as a factor. 
There is a long list of these myths and I do not want to take up too much time talking about them, but there are 
some salient points to be made. I am probably going to disappoint Hon Sally Talbot to some extent, and I am 
sorry if I do, but personal responsibility does have a part to play in addressing cultural change. That is what is 
required in the wheatbelt and in regional WA. The onus is not all on the driver. We as a state government also 
must play a role in making sure that police and other government agencies and non-government sector agencies 
play their role. 

As part of the RAC’s strategy for a safer wheatbelt fund, the RAC believes that there are five critical issues that 
require significant investment and collaboration from government and our communities. The first is increasing 
awareness and community engagement advertising programs that highlight the need to reduce speed and to pay 
attention and not be distracted while driving at high speeds. Perhaps programs could include turning on 
headlights while driving. It is not a trivial matter in regional and wheatbelt Western Australia. Traffic can be 
seen from a long distance when cars have headlights on, both at night and during the day. I have experienced 
a number of close calls because I have not been able to see cars against backgrounds, due to inattention on my 
own part to some extent. The briefing paper refers to promoting new technologies, such as safer cars with such 
things as drift controls and hazard warnings. The paper also calls for increased traffic enforcement and traffic 
hours in the wheatbelt.  

This morning I was in a briefing with wheatbelt police talking about the reforms in their wheatbelt strategy 
through which they are looking to put more police on the roads and increase traffic awareness. This is a very 
significant aspect. Seeing police on the roads increases people’s awareness more than a roadside camera that 
they may or may not see. The RAC calls for accelerating and increasing road maintenance and treatment 
programs for local road improvement in the region. I do not think anyone would begrudge the RAC for 
highlighting that. We need to constantly maintain and upgrade our roads. As Hon Jim Chown said, the state 
government has carried out a massive program of improvements to highways and roads throughout 
Western Australia. The government should be commended for that, but we still have work to do. 
In his speech, Hon Darren West said that a lot of people had spoken to him about the reduction of speed limits. 
On a well-known Facebook site, the Save Grain on Rail site, there is quite a large degree of divergence from that 
view. I will read some comments that were made in response to a recent report about lowering road speeds — 

Yes slower speeds mean slower crashes, but they also mean more fatigue related crashes. 
… introduce open speed limits … 

If people realised that they are in control of a lethal weapon & used some common sense, such as 
keeping the eyes the road, & slowing down on bends etc … we’d have safer roads. 

Too much time to look around at slower speeds. At faster speeds, you are more alert and pay more 
attention. Extending the time for long trips would cause more fatigue and boredom. 

There is quite a variation in opinion about speed limits. I am not saying they are right; all I am saying is that 
there is a variation of opinion. I am not advocating for more speed, that is for sure, but on that Facebook site 
there is a high degree of disagreement. As a government we need our agencies to collaborate more with the 
communities to reduce speed, and we should be commending them for doing it. 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [11.24 am]: I thank Hon Darren West for bringing this 
important motion to the house for debate. The two parts to this motion are very important. The first calls on the 
government to implement better strategies to reduce deaths and serious injuries as a result of the high fatality rate 
on regional roads. The second part calls on the government to provide adequate funding to improve and maintain 
dangerous roads to make them safer. We know that road accidents are devastating anywhere, and in country 
areas it seems that the effect of those accidents is magnified. Coming from the country myself, everyone knows 
somebody who has been involved in a road accident. Everybody in the community is affected when it happens. 
The fact that there has been a dramatic increase in road accidents in regional areas points to two things—a lack 
of funding from the government, and a lack of attention to systemic issues on the part of the government in 
addressing these issues. 

The Western Australia Police crash statistics for fatalities in the year to 8 March show 13 fatalities in the 
metropolitan area, and 18 in country areas. That is just in the first two months of this year. Last year, 2014, there 
was a total of 19 fatalities in country areas. Just in the first two months we have reached almost the total number 
of fatalities in country regions as last year. Something is wrong; something has to change. The Attorney General 
pointed to the behaviour of individuals, blaming people for road accidents in country areas. I have to say that 
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I found that personally offensive. I also found it odd that the Attorney General did not recognise that where 
people are at fault it is because they are committing illegal behaviour. The Attorney General completely missed 
the point that, when people are speeding, drink-driving or driving under the influence of drugs they are 
committing a crime. Surely the government needs to respond to that behaviour rather than blaming the whole 
range of fatalities and critical injuries on individuals. Maybe the government needs to look at its own programs 
to see how they can be more effective in preventing illegal behaviour. 

The other point that the Attorney General seemed to miss in his address was about the systemic issues that 
contribute to road traffic fatalities and critical injuries, including road funding. This government has cut the 
maintenance budget for road funding over the past three years. In that regard, this government needs to look at how 
it can do better to reduce fatalities and critical injuries on our roads. This government has also cut its education 
budget on road trauma. This government needs to look at how it can do better to change people’s behaviour by 
improving the advertising budget, in particular. They are systemic issues that this government can look at. 

Five thousand people contributed to a survey conducted by the RAC, looking at where roads need to be fixed up 
and—surprise, surprise—among the top 10 roads statewide where the government needs to direct its attention for 
maintenance and improvement, number four is Toodyay Road from Red Hill to Toodyay. As members have 
heard me talk about on many occasions this place, the issues there are increased traffic, poor road conditions and 
lack of overtaking opportunities. The government has committed $6.4 million to just one part of that road. There 
is nothing in the forward estimates, even though Main Roads Western Australia has indicated that it needs 
$30 million. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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